
“We need to join together and seek peace to give South Sudanese a country worth living in. Above 
all, we must not lose hope- these tough times are passing clouds. Change will come.” 
Muzamil Chandi. 

On 9 July, South Sudan marked 5 years of independence but for many across the country, there was
little to celebrate as the 19-month civil war continues. Oxfam’s Governance Programme Manager, 
Muzamil Chandi, mirrors Oxfam’s concerns about the deteriorating humanitarian situation and 
reiterates our solidarity with the people of South Sudan and continued hope for lasting peace in his 
blog, “No longer freedom.”  

Deal Just Start of Long Road to Peace
The peace agreement was signed on 26th August, a positive step toward ending the 20 month civil 
war.  Oxfam reacted saying that it’s only the beginning of a long, hard journey towards peace and 
reconciliation.  

Zlatko Gegic, Country Director for Oxfam in South Sudan said:
“With millions of people hungry, it is crucial that all warring parties respect the agreement, stop 
fighting immediately and allow life saving aid to reach people where they are. It is time for South 
Sudan’s leaders to support community reconciliation, forge a path for peace that addresses the 
root causes of conflict and redouble efforts to rebuild the economy.” 

We call on International and regional diplomatic actors to monitor the peace agreement to ensure 
the protection of civilians, guarantee their safe access to humanitarian assistance, and support 
programs that will help people improve their lives. 

Deteriorating economy leads to more hardship for South Sudanese 
The ongoing civil-war has had a crippling effect on South Sudan’s economy. A deepening economic 
crisis, marked by a high rate of inflation and soaring food prices, has particularly affected urban 
populations, with many now struggling with the cost of living that has increased by nearly 30% in 
the first half of 2015. In their most recent economic outlook, the Africa Development Bank estimates 
that the current conflict will cost up to 15% of the potential GDP in 2014/15 and that the economy 
will contract by 7.5% in this year.

Massive funding gap means many will not receive vital assistance
When people are able to access assistance, aid is making a difference - at least 15 locations 
across the country have staved off emergency food insecurity thanks to humanitarian aid. But at a 
time when needs are increasing, the UN’s Humanitarian Response Plan is only half funded, meaning 
thousands of people will miss out on vital, urgent support. Donor governments must continue to 
support the people of South Sudan who are now enduring their 20th month of a brutal civil war.
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Cholera prevention to reduce transmission 
As of 10th August 2015, 1,649 cholera cases including 46 deaths have been reported in Juba and Bor Counties in 
Central Equatoria and Jonglei States. Oxfam is taking action to contain the spread of Cholera by focusing on prevention 
and care after infection. With support form ECHO, we are working in areas that are badly affected by the outbreak; areas 
with poor access to sanitation facilities and little or no access to safe water. 

Clean water is paramount in stopping the spread of Cholera and yet it is expensive and inaccessible for many in the 
country. Most residents in Juba’s rely on private sector suppliers such as water trucks and bicycle vendors, or town 
boreholes, while some collect water directly from the Nile or connected streams. The safety of this water is not 
guaranteed. 

Throughout Juba, Oxfam is rehabilitating boreholes, supporting chlorination of water delivered by water trucks and 
increasing water treatment infrastructure for bicycle vendors. This helps increase access to safe water and ensures 
that the water consumed by many residents in Juba is clean.

With our team hygiene promoters, we are spreading the word on good hygiene practices such as hand washing and 
cleaning of water storage facilities in various parts of the city. We are sharing messages on Cholera prevention and 
treatment through house visits, drama and demonstrations at market places and hygiene sessions in schools. 

“We are seeing promising signs that the outbreak is under control, however we need to remain vigilant as the rainy 
season means people are still vulnerable to infection. Oxfam will keep working with the community to ensure people 
have access to clean water and understand how they can protect themselves and their families from infection,”says 
Dr. Katrice King, Oxfam’s Water and Sanitation Coordinator in the Guardian. 

With our response, we have reached over 74,000 people with Cholera prevention and treatment messaging and 
improved access to clean water and sanitation.

Oxfam’s water brief, ‘A city Exposed: Clean water runs dry in Juba, South Sudan,” developed by the advocacy and 
campaigns team based on research carried out by our water and sanitation experts, highlights the rising cost of water 
amid the ongoing cholera outbreak. It received significant media attention from national, regional and international 
media, drawing attention to the unfolding crisis from all corners of the world. 

Oxfam’s rapid response and advocacy work surrounding the report triggered high level conversations, setting the 
agenda for discussions on the sheer scale of the outbreak and the need for additional resources to contain it. 

Oxfam’s work 
Oxfam has a dedicated team working across South 
Sudan to rebuild jobs and livelihoods, provide 
humanitarian assistance and promote active 
citizenship. 

We focus on providing clean water, public health 
and livelihoods support, and work with partners on 
peace building and governance issues. 

We work to raise the voices of South Sudanese 
people and to highlight the root causes of the 
problems they face and ensure the protection of 
people who are particularly at risk. 

Since the crisis began in December 2013, Oxfam 
has provided lifesaving food, water and sanitation 
assistance to nearly 700,000 people affected by the 
conflict and 350,000 with agriculture, peace building 
and governance. 

Cholera facts 
1. Cholera is an acute diarrhoeal  

disease that can kill within hours if 
left untreated.

2. Risk of cholera is highest in areas 
with limited access to safe drinking 
water and lack of proper sanitation.

3. Cholera is a preventable disease 
provided that safe water and proper 
sanitation are made available.

4. Priorities in an outbreak are to 
reduce deaths by ensuring prompt 
access to adequate treatment, and 
to control the spread of the disease 
by providing safe water, proper  
sanitation, and health education.

5. Up to 80% of cases can be   
successfully treated with oral  
rehydration salts (ORS)   
      
Source: WHO

Below: Oxfam public health promoters 
conducting one of many cholera awareness ses-
sions planned for schools in Juba.Hakim/Oxfam . 
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Oxfam the first organization to distribute food in remote Walgak: how 
we did it 
Walgak is a remote village surrounded by rivers and swamps, approximately 370km North of 
South Sudan’s capital, Juba. It is susceptible to severe flooding and receives rain for most 
of the year. It is extremely difficult to carry out a food distribution due to the logistical and 
security challenges, but Oxfam responded, becoming the first aid organization to distribute 
food aid in Walgak.

Emma Drew, Oxfam’s Humanitarian Programme Manager, was in Walgak overseeing the 
distribution and took some time to share fundamentals that guarantee a successful food 
distribution. 

Support each other 
Our team has people from different places, with different expertise and experience. We 
discuss components of the programme regularly and support each other fiercely to make 
our ideas come to life. This is why we’re able to distribute food to over 30,000 people in 
Walgak. 

Build strong relationships 
We work closely with the local authorities to ensure that they are aware of and support 
the interventions that we have planned. That level of transparency allows us to have the 
freedom and security to do our work. We ensure at least half our staff are women. We had 
long discussions about why this is crucial: women make up the majority of those needing 
assistance and we want to ensure they are equally represented in our staff too. 

Involve the community
It is important to take the time to understand the context and the dynamics of any location 
you intend to respond, and to listen to the concerns of the people you want to support. 
Humanitarian relief is very different in the field than on paper and being present on the 
ground is the only way you will know how to help. Before we chose to respond in Walgak, 
we spoke to the elders, chiefs, different women’s groups and associations as well as com-
munity members. As a result, we now have an open and productive relationship with the 
community; on the first day, we all gathered around the food as the local Reverend blessed 
it before distribution, and on the final day, hymns from the church choice filled the 
distribution site. 

Make it safe
Having a strong female presence is key to creating a safe space for women so that they 
feel comfortable throughout the process. Women are more likely to share their thoughts, 
fears and concerns with other women, which is a key reason why we have ensured over 
half our staff are female. . When women told us that they were crossing streams and this 
put them and their children at risk, we hired porters to help them with their heavy loads. We 
also ended each distribution at 4pm, making sure that no one was risking his or her safety 
by walking in the dark. 

Inspire
Pull out quote: Having women in leadership positions shows that Oxfam is serious about 
putting women at the heart of what we do. It motivates women to believe that it’s possible 
for a woman to be in a position of leadership. When the women in Walgak saw me speaking 
on stage with other male leaders, they were shocked, but also inspired. They did not want 
me to sit down.  

Learn
We have learnt a lot from our first distribution, and these lessons will help us design a 
better system for food distribution. Being at the site throughout the distribution brings a 
better understanding for what needs to improve, and the possibilities for that change to 
happen. A major observation we made was that about 15,000 people have to walk a long 
distance and cross a stream to receive food, after which they take the same perilous 
journey back with a heavy load, with children on their backs or by their side. This risk is 
faced by half the people we are supporting and needs to be resolved before the next 
distribution. The only solution is to decentralize and distribute food in an area closer to 
their homes. It may cost more, but it is our job to protect the most vulnerable. The food 
distribution is supported by the World Food Programme (WFP). 

Pictures: Oxfam activities in Walgak. Zulfi/Oxfam. 

Movement is made difficult by the rains. 

Borehole assesment . 

Young women ahead of a food distribution. 

Helicopter leaving Walgak after 
bringing dropping off supplies. Community engagement. 



Decentralizing food distribution in Akobo
Akobo is located in the north-eastern part of South Sudan, near the Ethiopian border. Clashes in Akobo in 2009 
forced many to flee their homes, leaving behind cultivated fields and their food and seed stocks. These were 
plundered, and fields burnt, leaving nothing but smoke filled skies and barren land. Recovering from the clashes 
is a daunting task, one made harder by the ongoing conflict that begun in December 2013, when residents of 
Akobo had just started returning home to rebuild their lives. 

The insecurity and uncertainty brought about by conflict has forced many from their homes 
in neighbouring villages to Bilkey, leaving behind expansive farms where they once cultivated 
crops and rearing livestock. As a result, the village has been overwhelmed by the displaced, 
putting pressure on food, markets and land. The number of people actively farming outside the 
centre has drastically reduced, further increasing the prices in the markets. The ongoing 
conflict in South Sudan has massively disrupted people’s ability to farm their lands and provide 
for their families.

Akobo East is a very challenging environment to deliver aid, especially now, in the middle of 
the wet season, when rain regularly, interrupts distributions and limits access to remote 
locations. Undaunted, Oxfam’s food security team is there providing food assistance to over 
62,000 displaced and conflict-affected people in the four payams (villages) of Akobo East 
County: Bilkey (Akobo town), Nyandit, Dengjok and Gakdong. 

Prior to Oxfam’s intervention, all food distributions for the region took place in Akobo town. 
Women would walk for many hours carrying heavy loads on their heads, in their hands, often 
with infants on their backs and sometimes at night. These long, strenuous journeys exposed 
them to risk of sexual assault, harassment, theft and for those who were pregnant, the risk of 
miscarriage. They were spending days away from their families to be closer to the distribution 
site, trusting their hosts in Akobo town to house and feed them until they could return. 

To reduce these risks, Oxfam, with support from the World Food Programme (WFP) supports 
established decentralised food distribution points to the four villages to ensure that no one 
would have to travel outside their area to receive food aid. In the past two months, Oxfam has 
successfully distributed food in Bilkey, Dengjok and Gakdong and Nyandit, ensuring that women 
no longer have to walk for days to receive their food.

“I could not leave my youngest son as he was still breastfeeding. I walked with him for six-hours.
 It was not easy, especially coming back with him on my back and the food I was able to carry. I am 
glad that I do not have to make that journey again,“ says Nyaruai, a mother of nine from Nyandit. 

The success of this new system has been widely acknowledged and appreciated by many in Akobo East, 
including the local authorities and aid organizations, and will be replicated in many more locations in South 
Sudan.

Sustainable solar solutions 
Residents of Matangai farming communities in Rumbek County, Lakes State, can now access clean piped water, 
thanks the completion of solar-powered boreholes that harness the power of the sun providing much needed 
water.

Matangai suffers from two climate extremes, floods during rainy season and drought during dry 
season. This limits the number of months farmers are actively engaged in agriculture and 
subsequently the yield. Poor access to water and unpredictable rains make it difficult to for 
many to irrigate their land. Insecurity has also negatively affected harvests over the past two 
years. Members of Matangai earn their incomes from cultivating crops and selling them in the 
market but now there isn’t enough food to support the trade. The community’s livelihoods are 
under constant threat. 

Oxfam successfully completed the installation of a solar powered irrigation system in 
Matangai to improve access to safe water and expand the potential for cultivation. 
The borehole will provide clean tapped water to farmers in Matangai and surrounding areas, 
reducing dependency on unpredictable rain thereby allowing them to cultivate crops all year 
round. It is automatically operated to keep the tanks full and water available for irrigation, 
domestic use and watering of animals. 

According to Oxfam’s Programme Manager, John Bosco, the use of renewable energy in the area 
will have long-term positive effects, as it requires minimal maintenance.

“The use of renewable energy in Lakes state, and in this case, Matangai is a viable solution. It 
carries no fuel costs and is easy to operate and maintain,” he said. “Solar powered boreholes are 
highly reliable, and can be operated for over 25 years. The community will benefit from this 
water for years to come.”

The solar system was made possible through funding from Department for International Development (DFID) .

Women start their journey home after collecting food at the Oxfam 
distribution site in Akobo. Stella Madete/Oxfam. 

Solar powered borehole in Rumbek. 

For further information, please contact:
Stella Madete, Communications Officer, smadete@oxfam.rog.uk 
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